
IEW Opening Reception 

In keeping with tradition, the Opening Reception of International Education Week 2012, held on 
November 12 at the university Clock Tower Lounge, was dedicated to recognizing and highlighting some 
of the global activities of UNCW’s staff, faculty, and students.   

STAFF GLOBAL CERTIFICATE 

Festivities opened by recognizing the recipients of our newest global program, the Staff Global 
Certificate.  In order to receive the certificate, staff earn points for participating in a wide variety of 
activities that increase their global awareness.  The inaugural class of recipients took classes with global 
content; attended or planned lectures, performances and presentations during IEW and iWeek; 
recruited students from abroad; assisted with orientations for incoming international students; tutored 
new arrivals to the Wilmington area in English; volunteered as host families; took the Global quiz on the 
wall in Warwick; surfed OIP’s website and summarized its contents, and more.  But, you get the idea. 

Members of the inaugural class of recipients are: 

• Isis Arrieta-Dennis (Crossroads/CARE),  
• Karen Barnhill (Cameron School of Business),  
• Tiffany Bowie (Campus Recreation),  
• Linda Byrnes (Admissions),  
• Jason Davis (Dean of Students),  
• Patricia Fox (Research Services, Academic Affairs),  
• MJ Giammaria (Watson College of Education),  
• Lesia Heltzel (Housing & Residence Life),  
• Katie Lange (Athletics),  
• Melinda Miles (Computer Science),  
• Dan Noonan (Information Technology Systems),  
• Patricia Schulz (School of Nursing),  
• Gunnar Schonning (Landscape Services),  
• Peggy Styes (Women Studies Resource Center),  and 
• Patty Thompson (Information Technology Systems). 

 
In addition to the certificate, each recipient has received $35 Seahawk dollars and a free passport photo. 
Special thanks go to Sharon Boyd, Associate Vice Chancellor for Business Services, for providing these 
tangible rewards to the certificate.   

 

Click here for more information about the Staff Global Certificate. 

 

http://uncw.edu/international/documents/StaffGlobalCertificateSummary.pdf


 

THE INAUGURAL CLASS OF RECIPIENTS OF THE GLOBAL STAFF CERTIFICATE 

 

STAFF TRAVEL AWARD 

UNCW is now in its third year of a second global opportunity for staff, the Global Professional Travel 
Grant.   OIP supports international travel that will contribute to global professional development.  To date, 
staff from facilities, admissions, an academic department, and a grants officer have benefitted from this 
unique opportunity.  This year, two more staff will travel abroad in an effort to internationalize their 
professional profiles. 

Dan Noonan, manager of the Distance Education and Video Network Services here at UNCW, will travel 
to a partner institution in Chile to meet with counterparts to discuss emerging Distance Education 
technologies.  Of course this experience will enrich Dan’s professional life.  Thinking more broadly, 
however, Dan may be opening the door for more of our students to engage globally right here at UNCW.   

Christopher Gordon, Assistant Director for the Center for Education in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics, will be going to London to meet with colleagues at a partner school as well as the 
Science Learning Center, Science Museum, and London Observatory.  He will discuss and compare 
professional development for K-12 teachers and enrichment activities for K-12 students.  Once again, 
this travel will have a ripple effect.  Chris, our students, and area teachers will benefit from this travel.   



 

RECIPIENTS OF THE 
STAFF TRAVEL 
AWARD:  
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GORDON (CENTER) 
AND DAN NOONAN 
(RIGHT) 

 

 

 

 

Click  here for more information about the travel grant. 

 

STUDENT GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

Each year, we invite students to submit a “product” (essay, youtube video, poem, photo gallery, etc.) 
that demonstrates how UNCW has prepared them to become a Global Citizen.  A committee chooses 
the entry that best reflects the work of a Global Seahawk.   This year’s winner is Nerissa Curtis, a senior 
in Geography and Geology.  In addition to taking many classes with global content here at UNCW, she 
has pursued independent research projects with an international scope.  

Under the direction of Dr. Liz Hines, Rissa completed an independent study of substance abuse recovery 
programs in two facilities operated by Betel International, a charitable NGO.  In London and Delhi, Rissa 
compared and contrasted problems, policies, and processes of substance abuse programs in two very 
different cultural settings. 

Rissa’s soon-to-be defended Honors project, also under the direction of Dr. Hines, is titled: “Social 
Degradation in the Post-Colonial Vacuum: Case Studies of Uganda and Myanmar During and After 
Colonial Occupation.”  In this study, Rissa examines the historical and sociological experiences of the 
populations of two former British colonies. 

Not all of Rissa’s global engagement occurs abroad.  Right here at UNCW, she is civically involved.   As an 
ESL conversation partner and tutor, Rissa helps her international peers navigate some of the linguistic 
and cultural challenges of being in a foreign country. 

No doubt, we will continue to see more global engagement by this Seahawk.  Her next stop?  A master’s 
degree in Global Studies. 

http://www.uncw.edu/international/documents/GlobalTravelGrantforStaff12-13.pdf


  

 

GLOBAL 
SEAHAWK 

NERISSA CURTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

The faculty or staff Global Citizenship Award honors the contributions of a colleague who uses her 
teaching, research, and/or service to foster an environment of global engagement at UNCW. In the 
nomination letter for Dr. Amy Kirschke, professor of art and art history, two colleagues stated that she 
“has served as an international ambassador for UNCW.”  The career highlights that you are about to 
hear are eloquent testimony to the truth of that statement.   

Students enrolled in Amy’s classes on campus are treated to rich global content, focusing mainly on 
European and Africa art.  Amy has also taken students abroad to France, Italy, England, and Spain.  
Those of you who have taken students abroad know that this entails much more than just planning the 
curriculum.  It involves, in addition to curriculum planning, writing and submitting a proposal; getting 
the proposal approved; recruiting; creating a budget; accepting budgetary responsibilities; conducting 
site-specific orientations; attending OIP’s mandatory orientation; being on call 24/7 while abroad; and 
completing re-entry obligations (debriefing, receipt packages, etc.).  Amy has done all of this and more 
for several years in a row because she values the transformative experience that occurs when a student 
moves from seeing a picture of the painting in a textbook to seeing the painting hanging on the wall of 
the Prado or Louvre. 

Amy’s scholarship is equally global.  She frequently guest-lectures at universities in Europe and Africa 
and has publications in journals worldwide, including a forthcoming article in a French journal that 
focuses on the AIDS epidemic and art in West Africa.  She is currently involved in a collaborative 
research project that compares African American and African political imagery.  International colleagues 
recognize her comprehensive expertise as evidenced by the fact that she serves on the advisory board of 



a journal of contemporary art housed at the U of Pretoria and has served on a doctoral dissertation 
committee there.     

Amy’s professional service contributions are “glocal” in nature, that is, they combine the local and global 
engagement.  After sponsoring an art show by a Ghanaian artist at UNCW, she arranged for the artist to 
teach workshops at UNCW and the public schools.  With UNCW students, she fundraised for a 
playground for an orphanage in Ghana and a foundation for Contemporary Artists in Ghana.   

In short, Amy teaching, research, and service contributions to UNCW create global pathways for her 
students, colleagues, and the Wilmington community. 

  

 

DR. AMY KIRCHSKE (LEFT), PROFESSOR OF ART AND ART HISTORY, RECIPIENT OF UNCW FACULTY 
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AWARD 


